Putting Their Artistic Skills to Use:
Georgia High School Students Learn a Craft—

and Make Money at the Same Time

by Jar S Poraciies, Derector of Comuienications

hirk back to the jeby—or pobs—you had durmg ligh school. Many of vou baggal procenies,

tipped bargers, pumped gis or worked i the Banuly busines, Some of you may have even

ventured out and started your own lawn mowing busineis. Bui, let me sk vou this: As a
high school jumior ar semor, did you ever chunk of working as a dental rechnician? Students in
White County, Ceongia ure.

In 1994, Bill Magshall, vocanonal supervasor for the
\White County School District, apphed for state tunding
to start an apprentceship program in the local hagh school,
In Marshall's woeds, “The ideal program would give
classroom traiming thar would be directly selated to a
certain profession, What we taught thee students in the
classroom, they woukd take and apply in a job siuanon.”
['hat vear, Marshalls grant application was tuened down,
but he started the program anyway. “That birst year, we
had 20 ¢o 25 scudents participate in the program,” he sad

Jason Grooms was enc of those firse 25 students in
the program. During s senior vear of high school, he
was working ar a locl grocery store as a bagger, and “|
helped the butcher out on the weekends. The more [ was
back there, the more my boss wanted me 10 fearn,” he
satd, So, he looked into joimiag che apprenticeship
program. “When [ first went into the program, ! wanred

Crorpla state Serator Cay Mckdston laanms a Betle bit sbout the dental boratary to be a mear cutter. Then, one day. my arc teacher
Industry from aporerticeshivc Lrooram Graduate Jaton Grodms and current approached me and wld me about an opportuniy o put
apprentice, lan Lipscomb my ar skills to uee—working in a dental laboratory. ...

lucked our. It excited me to learn thar 1 could use my
arvistic skills in my job,” he said.

One thing led 1o another, and an interview was set up
between Grooms and Bill Thomas, CDT, who owns Bill
homas & Asseciares Dental Laboeatory in Cleveland, GA

“I met with Ball, looked around the liboratory, and
then waited for thar phone call.” Grooms said. “lt was
just like going our and looking for a seal job.” He «ad
thar he tound out he had gatren the job fram the schioal,
ind starred a few days liter

“Tracy (Bills danghter and a techmican in dhe labora.
tory) was pregaant, and they needed someone to take her
place in the model depariment while she was oue oa marer
oty leave,” e said. Teacy trained Grooms, “and [ got the
basic skills down. .. She went out on Jeave, and all this
woek came in. . and | had to gee it done. .1 was really

dow i the beginning, but I got the work done. ... The
Aparonticashin peogram coordinitor Allsson Westmordand is thown sround the work was funceional, but [ worked outrageous houns,” he
laborazory by Grooms said,
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